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From ancient times to the present,
old convention, especially in China rural communities
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A long-term wish

* From childhood to today
« A dislike to gifting phenomenon, often “suffer losses”

« Conditions for a frequent looser (sending in most cases, receiving less)
« from a poor family (not dare to quit)
* having no social status
* having thin skin (infrequently say no)
« thinking myself lofty (looking down on some immoral actions)
» having social anxiety disorder/social phobia

Agenda

* Literature review * Functions of gift

* Bonds of people » Where is the road?

* Forms of gift * Related topics of giftnet

* Activities of gifting * Disciplines of giftnet study
* Motives of gifting * Questions about giftnet

* Features of gifting * Preparations

* Occasions of ceremony * Challenges
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Major contributors

Courtesy reciprocity

Gifts are not only material presents
Gifts carry cultural rules and involve ceremonies

Hau® is a mystical power %
]‘< Spirit:® forces the recipient to reciprocate ﬁ

Reciprocity, in the sense of calculated ‘give and take’, was the
central principle underpinning all social life

In ancient China

Spirit of Gift (Mauss, 1923)

Principle of Reciprocity
(Malinowski, 1922)

The motivation to return gift is based on the principle of reciprocity

An analytical reappraisal

f On
Reciprocity and Asymmetric Principle (Lebra, 1969) } Japaneseiconceptiof On —

subjective value

nali bl

(Wei , 1992) } Gifts have i

]

p ive gift giving

Classification (Befu, 2001) ]‘< Instrumental gift giving

RenQing is the basic principle in the flow of gifts
Flow of Gifts (Yan, 2012) ]—< Gifts are

objects with emotio:

Bonds connecting people

Kinship

Geo-relation

Religion

Bond Business

Product

Interest

Many networks are built up




2023/7/5

Gift: A major media/lubricant enhancing bonds

Critical goods of life

Necessity for life

Surprise gift generally happening privately

Form ‘ Blessing gift i.e., birthday, anniversary, health recovery, etc.
Cash
(ie)
Electronic cash

Gift network reinforces bonds

Where gifting happens?

in-person

relay

\ mobile

\

Informal ceremony

Activity
N Casual visiting

k Private meeting
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Features of gifting

connecting

instant

expected to return

symbolic

Feature

value-adding

never-ending

risky of breaking

9
"
Occasions of ceremony
. Wedding feast
Marriage Engagement of two beloved
Baby's full-month
Birthday feast Baby's first birthday
Senior's birthday
Funeral rite
House building
< House warming
_Graduation
Occasion ] Promotion . .Career
J Joining the army
Starting a new business
Maternal health Abo.rt.lon.
Sterilization
Relocation/Migration
Home-returning
Divorce
\\Others Being re.leased from prison
- Re-marriage
A sow giving birth
10
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Motivations of gifting

focus on gift itself

building up IGAGHerm relationship
expressive

focus on utilitarian

Motive

instrumental SHOFerm relationship

expressing feeling is the major factor
k manipulated by [EGIBIO8IN principle

mixed
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Functions of gift: From good to bad

succor

mutual assistance

deposit

insurance

bond of affection

Function

socializing

sharing economy

Civilian: immoral

Viliage cadre: illegal

12
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Where is the road? ’

* keepit?
» abandon it?
+ letitbe?

gift network
emergence
In traditional rural society,
kinship and geographical l

relationship are highly ]
consistent > existence

necessity

PP _'} ..... S

chang.e with the J In modern rural society, market
times N\ economy and convenient

transportation are loosing the
abandon or
preserve?

bonds among people

abandon let it be preserve
development refinement
alternatives strategies
end
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Some related topics to our ceremony study

Related

betrothal gifts (bride price)

bribery and anti-corruption

superstition

decline of the countryside

cutting off contact with relatives

e-commerce

culture-based tourism

14
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Disciplines of giftnet study

Safety
Sense of belonging

Bond of connection E %

Family consumption
Game theo

w: Insurance

Social network

Discipline

Economics

. e-commerce
Management Science

marketing
tourism *
Big data

Computer Science
~<_OCRIASR _
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Possible research questions on giftnet (1/2)

What is the story in western countries on the gift culture?

Is the gifting culture vanishing? From a network perspective

Conspicuous and excessive consumption behavior in rural ceremony activities

A survival gear, a cultural heritage, or a deformity? The evolution and shift of gift network

The role of gift network: Aid, investment, or insurance?

From reciprocity to exchange: The evolution of rural gifting activities

Question-1

Factors that affect the flow of gift in the gratitude debt

Social capital in rural gift network: Definition, measurement, and management

Electronic red-envelope in gift network: The influence on feeling and relationship

Factores that trigger trust crisis in gift network: Transportation, telecommunication, and urbanization

Face is equivalent to reality substantially: A resource exchange perspective

16
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Possible research questions on giftnet (2/2)

Question-2

-

N\

Evolutionary game of in the gift network

Helping the civilians out of the ratcheting effect in the never-ending gifting game

“Breaking up with relatives” in gift network? A paradox with the “Following” strategy

Has the basic old-age insurance decreased the gratitude expenditure?

Management of social capital in gift network: A personal perspective

Governance of culture and civilization in the gift network

E-commerce strategy based on the high trustiness in gift network

Drawing the picture of the "Dark Web" inside the gift network

What is the role of Big data technology in gift network?

The visualization of the gift network

Identity recognization based on social network analysis in gift network

Structure recognition and refinement of the gift network
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Preparations we have made

Childhood

Preparation

Observation

Data collections

A preliminary MIS

An android app

14 giftbooks of 10 families, a

small circle in a natural village
of Zhaozhou county, Daging

city, Heilongjiang province

46 giftbooks, Jingshan Village,
Sanling Township, Ning'an,

Mudanjiang City
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Challenges we have met

Privacy worry Civilian: small payment or gift

Contract and fame

Village cadre: symmetric network

Data OCR or ASR with cell phone
Digitalization
management Copy and typing companies

Name is not unique
Deprecated simplified characters
Identify recognition
Homophones
Challenge ~Homophones
Wrongly written characters
System Data management & Visualization
development Management system

Cooperation
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Thanks for listening
Q&A

Dr. Yanging WANG

Associate Professor, School of Management,
Harbin Institute of Technology, China

yanging@hit.edu.cn

20

10



